Constitution of the Federative People\u27s Republic of Yugoslavia by Yugoslavia
University of Central Florida 
STARS 
PRISM: Political & Rights Issues & Social Movements 
1-1-1945 
Constitution of the Federative People's Republic of Yugoslavia 
Yugoslavia 
Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/prism 
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in PRISM: Political 
& Rights Issues & Social Movements by an authorized administrator of STARS. For more information, please contact 
STARS@ucf.edu. 
Recommended Citation 
Yugoslavia, "Constitution of the Federative People's Republic of Yugoslavia" (1945). PRISM: Political & 






FEDERAL PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF YUGOSLAVIA 
lnf ornuctwn Oficer 
Embassy of the 
Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
Washington, D. C. 
1946 
RESOLUTION 
OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
OF THE FEDERAL PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF YUGOSLAVIA 
ON THE PROMULGATION 
O F  THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE FEDERAL PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF YUGOSLAVIA 
The Constituent Assembly of the Federal Peo- 
ples Republic of Yugoslavia, being the supreme 
representative of the sovereignty of the people and 
the expression of the unanimous will of all the peo- 
ples of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugo- 
slavia, a t  a joint session of both Houses, the Federal 
Assembly and the Assembly of Nationalities, 
r e s o l v e s  : 
that the Constitution of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia, enacted by the Federal As- 
sembly and the .Assembly of Nationalities, be pro- 
mulgated and proclaimed to the peoples and citizens 
of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE FEDERAL PEOPLES 
REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 
PART ONE 1 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
CHAPTER I 
THE FEDERAL PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF YUGOSLAVIA 
Article I 
. The Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
is a federal people's state republican in form, a corn- . 
munity of peoples equal in rights who, on the basis 
of the right to self-dekirmination, including the right 
of separation, have expressed their will to live to- 
gether in a federative state. 
Article 2 
The Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
is composed of the Peoples Republic' of Serbia, the 
Peoples Republic of Croatia, the Peoples Republic 
of Slovenia, the Peoples Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the Peoples Republic of Macedonia 
and the People8 Republic of Montenegro. 
The Peoples Republic of Serbia includes the Au- 
tonomous Province of Vojvodina and the Autono- 
mous Kosovo-Metohi jan Region. 
Article 3 
The State coat of arms of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia represents a field encircled 
' by ears of corn. At the base the a r e  are tied with a 
.ribbon 4x1 l~bielq fw dp@- 29-XI-1943. 
Bebveen th& o$ ilar 'a "--pointed star. 
In tlie cegat$e..qf .the field. re laid, ob- 
liquely, th@f . ' ~ P & + ~ J  . - t lknie~ ! tine single 
flame. r 
W&.4.- 
4 L l l  .,. , < . - !  
e ' ~ e + l  ' Peo les Repub- 
* ~ f : .  $!h!eei cii P ours : blue, 
.I&e-pointed star i n  b e  
dkh to the length of the 
f@g iq & a r j , & . ' ~ ' ~ e ! ~ ~ ;  &1&~iz8.-6f the fiag are 
pbad horhntally ia! WeT6n6dng order from above : 
blue, white and red. Each .mlour covers one third 
THE PEOPLES AUTHORITY 
Article 6 
All authority in the Federal Peoples Republic 
of Yugoslavia derives from the people and belongs 
to the people. 
The people exercise their authority through free- 
ly elected representative organs of state authority, 
the people's committees, which, from local people's 
committees up to the assemblies of the people's 
republics and the People's Assembly of the FPRY, 
originated and -developed during the struggle for 
national liberation against Fascism and reaction, and 
are the fundamental achievement of that struggle. 
Article 7 . 
All the representative organs of state authority 
are elected !by the citizens on the basis of universal, 
equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot. 
The people's representatives in all organs of state 
authority are responsible to their electors. It will be' 
determined by law in which cases, under what condi- 
tions and in what way the electors may recall their 
representatives even before the end of the period 
for which they were elected. 
Article 8 
The organs of state authority exercise their 
power on the basis of the Constitution-of the FPRY, 
the constitutions of the people's republics, the laws 
of the FPRY, the laws of the people's republics and 
the general regulations issued by the higher organs 
of state authority. 
All acts of the state administration and judiciary 
organs must be founded on law. 
CHAPTER I11 
, FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLES AND 
THE PEOPLES REPUBLICS 
Article 9 
- The sovereignty of the people's republics com- 
posing the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugo- 
skvial is limited only by the rights which by this 
Conetihtion ake given to the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugdavia , 
The Federal Pwple~ Republic of. Yugoslavia 
pr&acb and defends the -souereign rights of the 
p,espIe9a republics. 
The Federal I%oph Bepublic of Yugoslavia 
prolaeta the. mcurity and the k i a l  and . political 
order of the people's republics. 
Article 10 
Any act dhecfed against a t h e  sovereignty, ' equal- 
ity and national om of ths people# of the Fed7 
era PmpEm Repub1iic of Yugu~lwia and their people's 
-mpublic~ ,is mbry - to the Conatitutioa 
Article 11 
Each people's republic has its own Constitution. 
The people's republic makes its Con~titution inde- 
pendently. 
The Constitution of the people's republic reflects 
the special characteristics of the republic and must 
be in conformity with the Constitution of the FPRY. 
Article 12 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY determines 
the boundaries between the people's republics. 
The boundaries of a people's republic cannot be 
altered without its consent. 
Article 13 
National minorities in the Federal Peoples Re- 
public of Yugoslavia enjoy the right to and pro- 
tection of their own cultural development and the 




Means of production. in the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia are either the property of the 
entire people, i. e. property in the hands of the state, 
or the property of the people's co-operative organi- 
zations, or else the property of private persons or 
legal entities. 
All mineral and other wealth under ground, the 
waters, including mineral and medicinal waters, the 
sources of natural power, the means of rail and air 
transport, the posts, telegraphs, telephones and 
broadcasting are national property. 
The means of production in the hands of the 
state are exploited by the state itself or given to 
others for exploitation. 
Foreign trade is under control of the 
Article 15 
In order to protect the vital interests of the 
people to further the people's prosperity and the 
right use of all economic potentialities and forces, 
the state directs the economic life and development 
of the country in accordance with a general economic 
plan,. relying on the state and co-operative economic 
sectors, while achieving a general control over the 
private economic sector. 
In carrying out the general economic plan and 
economic control, the state relies on the co-opera- 
tion of syndicalist organizations of workmen and 
employees and other organizations of the working 
people. 
Article 16 
The property of the entire people is the mainstay 
of the state in the development of the national 
economy. 
The property of She. >eqtire people ia under the- 
special pr-otmtio~ of @ s t a b  
The admidistpation aqd disposal of 'the property 
of the entire people are &tentined by law. 
! ' t  I . 
A .  ' 
,-. j - . Article , 17 
The state devotes special attention to the people's 
cosperative organizations and offers them assistance 
and facilities. 
Privirte property and private initiative in eeo- 
omy ark guaranteed. 
The inheritance of private property is guaran- 
teed. The right of inheritance is regulated by law. 
Nb .person is permitted to use the right of private 
property to the detriment of the people's community. 
The existence of private monopolist organiza- 
tions such as cartels, syndicates, trusts and similar 
organizations created for . the purpose of dictating 
prices, monopolizing the market and damaging the 
interests of the national economy, is forbidden. 
Private property may be limited or expropriated 
if the common inteiest requires it, but only in accord- 
ance with the law. It will be determined by law in 
which cases and to what extent the owner shall be 
compensated. 
Under the same conditions individual branches 
of national economy or single enterprises may be 
nationalized' by law if the common interest re- 
quires it; 
Article 19. 
The land belongs to those who cultivate it. 
The law determines whether and how much land 
may be owned by an institution or a person who is 
not a cultivator. 
There can be no large land-holdings in private 
hands on any basis whatsoever. 
The maximum size of private land-holdings will 
be determined by law. 
The state particularly protects and assists poor 
peasants and peasants with mediuni-sized holdings 
by its general 'economic policy, its low rates of 
credit and its tax system. 
Article 20 . 
By economic and other measures. the state assists 
the working people to associate and organize them- 
selves for their protection against economic ex- 
ploitation. 
The state' 'protects persons who are engaged as 
workers or employees especially by assuring them 
the right of association, by limiting the working 
day, by ensuring the right to paid annual holidays, 
by controlling working conditions, by devoting 
attention to housing conditions and social insurance. 
Minors in employment enjoy the special protec- 
tion of the state. 
CHAPTER V 
THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS 
Article 21 
All citizens of the Federal Peoples Republic 
of Yugoslavia are equal before the law and enjoy 
equal rights regardless of nationality, race and creed. 
No privileges on account of birth, position, pro- 
perty status or degree of education are recognized. 
Any act granting privileges to citizens or limit- 
ing their rights on grounds of difference of nation- 
ality, race and creed, and any propagation of 
national, racial and religious hatred and discord are 
contrary to the Constitution and punishable. 
Article 22 
# 
&Tg +:+? F5 The citizens of the Federal Peoples Republic 
% y ) q o f  Yugoslavia are bound to comply with the Con- 
& stitution and laws. 
Article 23 - 
All Jtizens, regardless of sex, nationality, race, 
tree& degree of *education or place of residence, who 
ape over 18 years of age have the right to elect and 
be elected to all organs of state authority. 
Citizens in the ranks of the Yugoslav Army have 
the same right to elect and be elected as other 
citizens. 
The .suffrage is universal, equal and. direct and 
is-carried out by secret ballot. 
The suffrage ia not enjoyed by persona under 
guardianship, persons deprived of. 'electoral rights 
by sentence of a court of law for the duration af 
the sentence, and persons who have lost their el- 
bra1 rights in accordance with federal law. 
Article 24 
Women have equal rights with. men in .all fields 
of state, economic and social-political life. 
Women have the right to the same pay as that 
received by men for the Bame work and as workers 
or employees they enjoy special protection. 
The state especially protects the interests of '  
mothers and children by the establishment of ma- 
ternity hospitals, children's home& and day-nurseries 
and by the right of mothers to -a leave .with pay be- 
fore and after child-birth. 
Freedom of conscience and freedom of religion 
are guaranteed to citizens. 
The Church is separate from the state. 
Religious communities, whose teaching is not 
contrary to the -Constitution, are free in their re- 
ligious affairs and in ' the performance of religious 
ceremonies. Religious schools for the education of 
priests are free and are under the general super-. 
vision of the state. 
The abuse of the Church and of religion for po- 
litical purposes and the existence .of political organ- 
izations on a religious basis are forbidden. 
The state may extend material assistance to re- 
ligious communities. 
Article 26 
Matrimony and the family are under the pro- - tection of the state. The state regulates. by law the. 
legal relations of marriage and the family. 
Marriage is valid only if concluded before the 
competent state organs. After the marriage, citizens 
may go through a religious wedding ceremony. 
All matrimonial disputes come within the com- 
petence of the people's courts. 
The registration of births, marriages and deaths 
is conducted by the state. 
Parents have the same obligations and duties to 
children born out of wedlock, as to .those born in 
wedlock. The position of children born out of wed- 
lack is regulated by law. $ 
Minors are under the special protection of the 
state. 
Article 27 
Citizens are guaranteed the freedom of the press, 
freedom of speech, freedom of association, freedom 
of assembly, the freedom to hold public meetings 
and demonstrations. 
Article 28 
Citizens are guaranteed inviolability of. person. 
No person may be detai--ed under arrest for 
longer than three days without the written and mo- 
tivated decision of a court of law or of a public pros- 
ecutor. The longest period of arrest is determined 
by law. 
No person may be punished for a criminal act 
except by sentence of a competent court on the 
basis of the law establishing the competence - of the 
court and defining the offence. 
Punishments may be determined and pronounced 
only on the basis of the law. 
No if within the reach of the state author- 
ities, may be tried without being given a lawful hearing 
and duly invited to defend himself. 
Punishments for inf riqgements of legal prescrip- 
tions may be prbnounced by the organs of the state 
administration only within the limits set by law. 
No citizen of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia may be banished from the country. 
Only in cases defined by law may a citizen be 
expelled from his place of reaidence. 
Federal law determines in which cases and in 
what manner citizens of the Federal Peoples Re- 
public of Yugoslavia may be deprived of their 
citizenship. 
Citizens of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia in foreign countries en joy the protection 
of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
Article 29 
The dwelling is inviolable. 
Nobody may enter another person's dwelling or 
premises, or search them against the occupant's will 
without a legal search-warrant. 
A search may only be made in the presence of 
two witnesses. The .occupant of the premises has 
the right to be present during the search of his 
dwelling or premises. 
Article 30 
The privacy of letters and other means of com- 
munication is inviolable except in cases of criminal 
enquiry, mobilization or war. 
Article 31 
Foreign citizens persecuted on account of their 
struggle for the principles of democracy, for national 
liberation, the rights of the working people or- the 
freedom of scientific and cultural work, enjoy the 
right of asylum in the Federal Peoples Republic 
of Yugoslavia. 
Article 32 
It is the duty of every citizen to work according 
to his abilities; he who does not contribute to the 
community cannot receive from it. 
Article 33 
All public offices are equally accessible to all 
citizens in accordance with the conditions of the law. 
It is the duty of citizens to perform conscien- 
tiously the public duties. to which they have been - 
elected or which are entrusted to them. 
. 
Article 34 
The defence of the fatherland is the supreme 
and honour of every citizen. 
High treason is the greatest crime toward 
people. 
Military service is universal for all citizens. 
Article 35 
The state ensures disabled ex-service men 
cent living and free occupational training. 
The children of fallen soldiers and of war-vi 
are under the special care of the state. 
Article. 36 
The state promotes the improvement of 1 
health by organizing and controlling health ser 
hospitals, pharmacies, sanatoria, nursing- and c 
lescent homes and other health institutions. 
The state extends its care to the physical 
cation of the people, especially of young peop 
order to increase the health and the working 
'city of the people and the power of defenc 
the state. 
The state pays special attention to the young 
and protects their education. 
Schools are state-owned. The founding of pri- 
vate schools may be permitted only by law and their 
work is controlled by the state. 
Elementary education is compulsory and free. 
The School is separate from the Church. 
Article 39 
Citizens have the right to address requests and 
petitions to the organs of the state authorities. 
Citizens have the right of appeal against the de- 
cisions of the organs of the state administration and 
the irregular proceedings of official persons. The 
procedure for lodging an appeal will be prescribed 
by law. 
Every citizen has the right to file a suit against 
official persons before a competent tribunal on 
account of criminal acts committed by them in their 
official work. 
Article 41 
Subject to conditions prescribed by law, citizens 
have the right to seek indemnity from the state and 
from official persons. for damage resulting from the 
illegal or irregular discharge of official functions. 
Article 42 
All citizens shall pay taxes in proportion to their 
economic capacity. 
public taxes and duties and exemptions from them 
are established only by law. 
Article 43 
With a view to safeguarding the civic liberties 
and democratic organization of the Federal Peo- 
ples Republic of Yugoslavia, established by this -! 
Constitution, it is declared illegal and punishable to 5 
make use of civic rights in order to change or -.) 
undermine the constitutional order for anti-demo- ,? 





ORGANIZATION OF THE STATE 
CHAPTER VI 
THE FEDERAL PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 
,I 
AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLICS 1 
-4 
Article 44 C 
b 
The Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 1 
exercises all the rights vested in i t  by the Consti- I 
L L  
r I *  Under the jurisdiction of the Federal Peoples 4 
-I epublic of Yugoslavia as represented by the highest -,I I; 
federal organs of state authority and the organs of : 
.$ state administration are included: 
L 1, 
1) Amendments to the.Constitution of the FPRY, : 
control over the observance of the Constitution, and : 
the ensuring of the conformity of the Constitutions ' 
of the people's republics with the Constitution of - 
the FPRY; 
2) the admission of new republics and approval ; 
of the foundation of new autonomous provinces and 
autonomous regions ; t 4 
3) the delimitation of boundaries between the 
r-epublics ; 
4) the representation of -the Federal Peoples 1 
Republic of Yugoslavia in international relations ; 
international treaties ; 311 
5) questions of war and peace; 
6) the general direction and control of corn- 
mercial relations with foreign countries ; 
7) national defence and the security of the state ; 
8) traffic by rail, air, river and sea and naviga- 
tional affairs of national importance ; 
9) posts, telegraphs, telephones . . and wireless ; 
10) federal citizenship ; 
11) matters connected with emigration and im- 
migration; the legal status of foreigners ; 
12) the general economic plan of the state; sta- 
tistics ; 
13) the federal budget; the passing of the general 
state budget and of final accounts; supreme control 
over the administration of the general state budget; 
14) the monetary and credit system; federal 
loans ; foreign exchange and currency transactions ; 
insurance ; customs ; state monopolies ; 
15) patents, trade marks, models, samples, mess- 
ures, weights, precious metals ; 
16) care for disabled ex-service men ; 
17) amnesty and pardon in cases of acts violatin 
federal laws ; 
18) financial, industrial, mining, building, corn 
mercial, forestry and agricultural concerns of nationa 
importance ; 
19) roads, rivers, canals and ports of national 
importance ; 
20) control over the carrying out of federal laws; 
21) legislation concerning the distribution 
- 
revenues to the federal budget, the budgets of the 
republics and those of autonomous and administra- 
+ 
tive-territorial units ; legislation concerning public 
loans and taxes ; 
22) legislation concerning the organizatian of 
the law-courts, public prosecution, advocateship ; 
criminal law ; commercial, exchange and cheque law ; 
maritime law; legislation concerning civil procedure 
litigious and non-litigious, executive, bankruptcy, 
criminal and general administrative procedure ; the 
personal status of citizens ; 
23) basic legislation concerning labour, enter- 
prises and social insurance ; co-operative societies ; 
civil rights ; 
24) the establishment of general principles for the 
legislation and administration of the republics in the 
domains of agriculture, mining, forestry, hunting, . 
water power ; building ; economic administration ; 
regulation of prices ; health and physical culture ; 
education; social welfare and the organization of 
state authority.-The republics may issue their own 
prescriptions in these matters until general principles 
are laid down by the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia. 
Outside these matters the people's republics 
exercise their authority independently. 
Article 45 
The territory of the Federal Peoples Repub- 
. - lic of Yugoslavia consists of the territories of its 
republics and forms a single state and economic area. 
Article 46 
, 
Federal laws are valid throughout the territory 
of -the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
In case of discrepancy between federal laws and 
the laws of the republics, .federal law shall be applied. 
Article 47 
The traffic of goods between republics is free 
and cannot be restricted by the laws of any republic. 
Acts and documents issued by organs of state 
administration and organs of justice of one republic 
have the same validity in every republic. 
Article 48 
A single federal citizenship is established for the 
citizens of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yu- 
goslavia. Every citizen of a people's republic is a t  
the same time a citizen of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 
Every citizen of a republic enjoys in every re- 
public the same rights as the citizens of that re- 
public. 
CHAPTER VII 
THE SUPREME FEDERAL ORGANS OF STATE 
AUTHORITY 
a) The People'e Assembly of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia 
Article 49 
The People's Assembly of the Federal Peo- 
ples Republic of Yugoslavia is the representative of 
the sovereignty of the people of the Federal Peo- 
ples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
Article 50 
The People's Assembly is the supreme organ of 
state authority of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia and exercises all those rights belonging 
to the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
which are not transferred by the Constitution to the 
jurisdiction of other federal organs of state autho- 
~ i t y  and state administration. 
Article 51 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY exercises 
exclusively the power of legislation in all matters 
' within the jurisdiction of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 
Article 52 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY consists of 
two Housekthe  Federal Council and the Council 
of Nationalities. 
Article 53 
. The Federal Council is elected by all citizens of 
the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. For 
every 50,000 inhabitants one deputy is elected. 
Artiele 54 
The Council of Nationalities is elected in the re- 
publics, autonomous provinces and autonomous 
regions. The citizens of each republic elect 30, the 
autonomous provinces 20, and the autonomous re- 
. giofis 15 representatives. 
Article 55 
No person can be a deputy in both Houses of the 
People's Assembly of the FPRY at the same time. 
* 
Article 56 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY is elected 
for a term of four years. 
Article 57 
Both Houses of the People's Assembly ol the 
FPRY have equal rights. 
Article 58 
The Houses of the People's Assembly of the FPRY 
sit as a rule separately. 
The sessions of the Federal Council and the Coun- 
cil of Nationalities, open and close simultaneously. 
Article 59 
The Federal Council elects a president, two vice- . 
presidents and three secretaries. 
23 
The Council of Nationalities elects a president, 
two vice-presidents and three secretaries. 
The presidents conduct the meetings of the Houses 
and their work according to the rules of procedure. 
Article 60 
The sessions of the People's Assembly of tne 
FPRY are regular or extraordinary and are con- 
vened by a Decree of the Presidium of the People's 
Assembly of the FPRY. 
Regular sessions are convened twice a year: on 
the 15th of April and on the 15th of October. 
If the People's Assembly is not convened on these 
dates it can meet - even without the Decree of the 
- Presidium. 
Extraordinary sessions are convened whenever 
the Presidium of the People's Assembly of the FPRY 
considers it necessary, whenever one of the repub- 
lics requests it through its supreme organ of state 
authority or if one third of the deputies of one I d  , 
House request it. y ,--&*!- &; 
Article 61 
Both Houses of the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY sit in joint meeting only when this Constitu- 
tion expressly provides for it or when both Housea 
so decide. 
Joint meetings of the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY are presided over alternatively by the presi- 
dents of the Houses. 
At a joint meeting of the People's Assembly of 
the FPRY resolutions are carried by a majority of ' votes. For the passing of resolutions the presence of 
the majority of the deputies of each IIouse is required. 
1 011 Article 62 
Each House prescribes its own rule of order and 
the People's Assembly of the FPRY prescribes the 
P 
rule of procedure for joint meetings. 
Article 63 
The Government of the FPRY, the members of 
the Government of the FPRY and the deputies of 
both pouses have the right to introduce bills. - 
A bill may be introduced in either House of the 
People's Assembly of the FPRY. 
No bill may become law unless it receives a ma- 
jority of votes in both Houses during a meeting at 
which a majority of the deputies of each House is 
present. 
Article 64 
Each House of the People's Assembly of the FPRY 
has the right to propose amendments to a bill already 
accepted in one House. Thus amended the bill is re- 
turned for confirmation to the House in which it 
originated. \ 
If agreement is not reached the matter is sub- 
mitted to a co-ordinating committee of the People's 
Assembly of the FPRY, which comprises an equal 
number of members of both Houses. 
If the co-ordinating committee does not reach an 
agreement or if one of the Houses rejects the solu- 
tion proposed by the co-ordinating committee, the 
Houses will reconsider the whole matter. 
If again no agreement is reached, the People's 
Assembly of the FPRY shall be dissolved. 
The dissolution Decree shall also embody the order 
for holding new elections. 
Article 65 
Laws and other general prescriptions of the Federal 
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia are published in the 
languages of the people's republics. 
. Article 66 
1 
A law comes into force on the eighth day after its 
publication in the "Official Gazette of the FPRY," un- 
less the law itself provides otherwise. 
Article 67 
Each House elects committees to which it entrusts 
specific matters. 
Each House a t  its first meeting elects a verification 
committee which examines the deputies' mandates. 
On the proposal of its committee each House con- 
firms or annuls the deputies' mandates. 
Article 68 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY and each of 
its Houses may, through their enquiry committees, 
carry out enquiries on any matter of general signifi- 
cance. 
It is the duty of all state-.organs to comply with 
the demands of enquiry eommimes for the establish- 
ment of facts and collection of evidence. 
Article 69 
Deputies of the People's Assembly of the PFRY 
en joy rights of immunity. 
Deputies may not be arrested nor may criminal 
proceedings be instituted against them without the 
approval of the House to which they ;belong or of the 
Presidium of the People's Assembly of the FPRY, un- 
less taken in the act of committing an offence, in which 
case the Presidium of the People's Assembly must im- 
mediately be informed. 
Article 70 
In case of war or similar extraordinary circum- 
stances the People's Assembly of the FPRY may pro- 
long the duration of its mandate as long as such 
circumstances exist. 
The People's Assembly of the FPRY may decide 
to dissolve even before the end of the period for which 
it- was elected. 
Article 72 , . 
The People's Assembly of the F 
ments to the Constitution. 
A proposal to amend the Constitution may be sub-. 
mitted by the Presidium of the People's Assembly of 
the FPRY, by the Government of the FPRY or by one : 
third of the deputies of one of the Houses. 
A proposed amendment to the Constitution must 
be approved by a majority of votes in each House. 
The proposed amendment to the Constitution is 
adopted if an absolute majority of the total number 
of deputies in each House votes in its favor. 
An adopted amendment to the Constitution is 
promulgated by the People's Assembly of the FPRY 
at a joint meeting of both Houses. 
b) The Presidium of the People'e Assembly of the 
Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
73 
TIE! ~ i o b l e ~ s  ~sgembly of the FPRY electe the 
Presidium of the People's Assembly -of the FPRY at 
a joi@ meeting of both Hosea. 
, ; ,; Tb ?reai.dium of thg People's Asaembly of the 
FPRY coneiats of a President, six vice-presidents, a 
Secretary and not more than thirty members. 
Article 74 
The Presidium of the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY performs the following functions : 
1) convenes the sessions of the 'People's Assembly 
of the FPRY; 
2) dissolves the People's Assembly of the FPRY 
in the event of disagreement of the Houses over a bill; 
3) orders elections for the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY ; 
4) gives the ruling'as to whether a law of the 
republics is in conformity with the Constitution of 
the FPRY and with the federal laws, subject to the 
ratification of the People's Assembly of the FPRY, a t  
the request of the Government of the FPRY, the 
presidium of the people's assemblies of the repyblics, 
the Supreme Court of the FPRY, the Public Prosecutor 
of the FPRY, or on its own initiative; 
5) gives obligatory interpretations of federal laws ; 
6) proclaims laws which have been passed; issues 
decrees ; 
7) exercises the right of pardon according to the 
provisions of the law; 
8) awards decorations and confers honorary titles 
of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia accord- 
ing to the provisions of the federal law; 
9) ratifies international treaties ; 
10) appoints and recalls Ambassadors, Envoys Ex- 
traordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary to foreign 
countries on the proposal of the Government of the 
FPRY; I 
11) receives the credentials and letters of recall of 
diplomatic representatives accredited to it by foreign 
, countries; 
12) declares general mobilization and state of war 
in the event of an armed attack against the Federal 
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia, or in case of necessity 
for the immediate fulfilment of international. obliga- 
tions of .the Federal Peoplw Republic of Yugoslavia 
towards the international p a w v  orgaqization ar 
toward8 an allied country 2 
13) on the proposal of the President of the Gov- 
.mmt of ;the; FPgY ,and sub jqct to  ratification by the 
Pqoplg's Assembly ef the FPRY, appoints and relieves 
of :thew ~ f f l c ~  individual members of the Government 
* > 
&ring 'the &~iod between two sessions. of the People's 
A~egmbiy of the YPRY; 
'14j~~&@~'~~'dk~utiesof',members of the Govern- 
wt-tqn t& pjropoaal of the Predeent of the Govern- 
ddt of :be FPRY;< 
r I,I L I63> . i s  mites q d abolislps exisfillg minis- 
Q$M 'ma ' ~ ~ I q m i b s ' i o ~  on .'the prpposal of tbfi Pr&i- 
,den$ of . t8e, Gbvernment o f  the FPRY, during <the 
pdisd beween aessions of the People's Asee2nb1y. of 
the,-FPRY and subject to ratification by the latter ; 
I@) .' 'deterniines,, upon the proposal of the Govern- 
ment of the FPRY, what enkerprfses shd imt9tudons 
are of national significance and came under the direct 
administratian of the Betleral Government: 
17) orders a people's referendum on matters within 
, the ; jmJlsddc.t;ion ,of. - C h e  F + d d q  Peoplea Republic of 
'&i the b t % ~ i ~  \,b.f<reb~]i~thh 0s the P ~ p b ' s  
&swb9y of the FSRY Or on the proposal of the Gov- 
ernment df the FPRY. . . ..  
The decrees of  the Presidium of the Peop1e9.s Assem- 
bly of the- FPRY are signed by the President and the 
Secretary. t 
Article 75 
The Presiaium of the People's Assembly OX the 
FPRY is responsible for its work to the People's As- 
sembly of the FPRY. The People's Assembly of the 
FPRY may recall the Presidium and elect a new one, 
and also relieve individual members of their functions 
and elect new ones even before the end of the term 
for which they have been elected. 
Article 76 
When the People's Assembly of the FPRY is dis- 
solved, the Presidium carries out its duty until the 
Presidium .of the new People's Assembly of the FPRY 
is elected. \ 
The newly-elected People's Assembly of the FPRY 
shall meet within one month of the conclusion of the 
elections. 
CHAPTER VIII 
FEDERAL ORGANS OF STATE ADMINISTRATION 
Article 77 
The highest executive and administrative organ of 
state authority of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia is the Government of the FPRY. 
The Government of the FPRY is appointed and re- 
lieved of its functions by the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY a t  a joint meeting of both IIouses. 
The Government of the FPRY is responsible to and 
accountable for its work to the People's Assembly of 
the FPRY. In the interval between two sessions of 
the, People's Assembly of the FPRY the Government 
is responsible and accountable for its work to the 
Presidium of the People's Assembly of the FPRY. 
Article 78 
The Government of the FPRY acts on-the basis of 
the Constitution and federal laws. 
The Government of the FPRY issues regulations 
for the application of laws and regulations on the 
basis of legal authorization, as well as instructions 
and orders for the execution of federal laws. The 
30 *! ' 
Government of the FPRY sees to the execution of 
federal laws and supervises their application. 
Regulations, instructions, orders and decisions of 
the Government of the FPRY are signed by the Pre- 
sident of the Government -.and by the responsible 
minister. - 
Article 79 
Regulations, instructions, orders and decisions of 
the Government of the FPRY are binding throughout 
the territory of the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugo- 
slavia. 
Article 80 
The Government of the FPRY directs and ~:u- 
ordinates the work of its ministries, commissions and 
committees. 
The Government of the FPRY sees to the prepar- 
ing and carrying out of the national economic plan 
and budget; draws up and carries out the annual eco- 
nomic plans; controls the credit and monetary system ; 
undertakes all necessary measures for the safeguard- 
ing and protection of the constitutional order and of 
the rights of citizens ; directs the general organization 
of the Yugoslav Army; directs the maintenance of 
relations with foreign states; sees to the carrying out 
of international treaties and obligations ; decides upon 
bills presented by individual members of the Govern- 
ment to the People's Assembly of the FPRY ; prescribes 
the internal organization of ministries and of sub- 
ordinate institutions; appoints committees, commis- 
sions and institutions for the carrying out of economic, 
defensive and cultural measures. 
Article 81 
The Government of the FPRY consists of the Presi- 
dent, vice-presidents, ministers, the chairman of the 
Federal Planning Commission and the chairman of the 
Federal Control Commission. 
The Government of the FPRY may also include 
ministers without portfolio. 
Article 82 
The members of the Government of the FPRY, + 
before taking up their duties, take the oath before 
the Presidium of'the People's Assembly of the FPRY. 
Article 83 
The President of the Government of the FPRY rep- 
resents the Government, presides over the meetings 
and directs the work of the Government. 
Article 84 
Members of the Government of the FPRY are re- 
sponsible under criminal law if, in the execution of 
their official duties, they trespass against the Consti- 
tution and laws. 
They are responsible for any damage which they 
cause to the state by illegal acts. 
More explicit provisions concerning the responsi- 
bility of members of the Government of the FPRY 
are laid down by federal law. 
Article 85 
The ministers of the Government of the FPRY direct 
' the branches of the state administration which come 
within the competence of the Federal Peoples Republic 
of Yugoslavia. 
The ministers of the Federal Government, the chair- 
man of the Federal Planning Commission and the 
chairman of the Federal Control Commission issue 
rules, instructions and orders on the basis of .and for 
the application of federal laws, regulations, instruc- *,':-a 
q s  tions and orders of the Federal- Government. 
The ministers see to the proper execution of the 
federal laws, regulations, instructions and orders of 
the Federal Government and are responsible for their 
application within the branch of state administration 
under their direction. 
Article 86 
The ministries of the Government of the FPRY 
are either federal or f ederal-republican. 
Federal ministries are: the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs ; the Ministry of National Defence ; the Min- 
istry of Communications ; the Ministry of Shipping ; 
the Ministry of Posts; the Ministry of Foreign Trade. 
Federal-republican ministries are: the Ministry of 
Finance; the Ministry of the Interior; the Ministry 
of Justice; the Ministry of Industry; the Ministry of 
Mines; the Ministry of Commerce and Supplies; the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry; the Ministry 
of Labour; the Ministry of Public Works. 
Article 87 
The Federal ministries administer, as a rule directly 
through their own organs, a given branch of state 
administration throughout the territory of the Federal 
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
The Federal ministries-in order to carry out those, 
affairs for which they are responsible may appoint 
their representatives to the governments of the re- 
publics and set up departments and sections attached 
to the people's committees. . . 
Article 88 
The. Federal-republican ministries direct a deter- 
mined branch of state administration indirectly through 
the corresponding ministries of the people's republics, 
and can administer directly only specified affairs, 
enterprises and institutions of national significance. 
Article 89 
The Government of the FPRY includes commit- 
tees concerned with education and culture, public health 
and social welfare and appointed for the general direc- 
tion of these branches of state administration. 
Such committees may be formed for other affairs of 
state administration. 
! $f&:L:~d  . ,F 7 
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CHAPTER IX L+ C. 
SUPREME ORGANS OF STATE AUTHORITY 
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLICS 
Article 90 
The supreme organ of state authority of a peo- 
ple's republic is the People's Assembly of the re- 
public. 
The People's Assembly of a republic is elected by 
the citizens of the republic for a period of four years 
according to the terms of the Constitution and the laws 
of the republic. 
Article 91 
The People's Assembly of a republic exercises the 
sovereign rights of the republic in the name of the 
people on the basis of the Constitution of the repub- 
lic and in conformity with the Constitution of the 
FPRY. It deals with all matters within the jurisdic- - 
tion of the republic in so far as they are not trans- 
ferred by the Constitution of the republic to the 
competence of the Presidium of the People's Assem- 
bly of the republic or to the Government of the 
republic. 
Article 92 
Legislative pbwer in the republic is exercised 
exclusively by the People's Assembly of the republic 
Article 93 
The People's Assembly of the regublic elects a 
president, a vice-president and secretaries to conduct 
its sessions. &$j@$ .& 
Article 94 . 
The People's Assembly elects the Presidium of the 
People's Assembly of the republic, consisting of a -q,+;$z5r.-,p, President, one or more vice-presidents, a Secretary ?>y;- F,b ;:$,>.:$ . &:and members, whose number is determined by the s, : ; 
?$.Xonstitution of the Republic. 
The competence of the Presidium of the People's 
Assembly of the republic is determined by the Con- 
stitution of the republic. 
, - Article 95 
The People's Assembly of the republic appoints the 
Government of the republic and relieves it of its 




ORGANS OF STATE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLICS 
Article 96 
The highest executive and administrative organ of 
state authority of a people's republic is the Govern- 
ment of the people's republic. 
The Government of a people's republic is responsible 
to the People's Assembly of the republic, to which it 
gives account for its work. In the interval between - 
two sessions of the People's Assembly, the Government 
of the republic is responsible and accountable for its 
work to the Presidium of the People's Assembly of 
the republic. 
Article 97 
The Government of a republic acts on the basis 
of the Constitution of the FPRY, the Constitution of 
the republic, the federal laws, the laws of the republic, 
and the regulations, instructions and orders of the 
Federal Government. 
The Government of a republic issues regulations 
for the application of the federal laws, the laws of the 
republic, the regulations, instructions and orders of 
the Federal Government; it issues regulations on the 
basis of legal authorization and also instructions and 
orders for the application of federal laws and the laws 
of the republic and controls their application. 
Article 98 
The mihistem of a republic have the right to issGe 
rules, orders and instructions on the b a ~ i s  of and for 
the execution of the federal laws, the laws of the re- 
public, and the regulations, instructions and orders 
of the Federal Government and the Government of the 
republic. 
The ministers of the republic supervise the proper 
execution of the federal laws, the laws of the repub- 
lic and the regulations, instructions and orders of 
the Federal Government and the Government of the 
republic. 
Article 99 - 
The ministries of a republic are federal-republican 
or republican. - 
Article 100 
Federal-republican ministries in a people's repub- 
lic direct specified branches of state administration 
and, in addition to matters within their own compe- 
tence, deal with matters in the competence of the 
federal-republican ministries of the Federal Govern- 
ment, on the basis of their rules, instructions, orders 
and decisions. 
Article 101 I 
The republican ministries direct independently 
certain specified branches of state administration 
which come within the competence of the people's re- ' 
publie concerned. 
Article 102 
The ministries of a republic are determined by the 
Constitution, of the republic in conformity with the 
Constitution of the FPRY. 
The Presidium of the People's Assembly of a re- 
public may change, unite or abolish the existing 'minis- 
tries in conformity with the Constitution of the FPRY, 
the Constitution of the republic, the federal laws and 
the decisions of the Presidium of the People's Assem- 
bly of the-FPRY. I 
CHAPTER XI - 
ORGANS OF STATE AUTHORITY OF AUTONOMOUS 
PROVINCES AND AUTONOMOUS REGIONS 
Article 103 
The rights and the scope of the autonomy of au- 
tonomous provinces and autonomous regions are de- 
termined by the Constitution of the republic. 
Article 104 
The statute of an autonomous province or of an 
autonomous region is drawn up in conformity with 
the Constitution of the FPRY and the Constitution - 
of the republic by the highest organ of state authority 
of the autonomous province or autonomous region, 
and is confirmed by the People's Assembly of the 
republic. 
Article 105 . 
The highest organ of state authority of an autono- 
mous province is the People's Assembly of the 
autonomous province, which is elected by thq citizens 
of the autonomous province for a period of three years 
and meets in accordance with the provkions of the 
Constitution of the republic. 
The People's Assembly of an autonomous province 
-elects the Principal Executive Committee of the 
autonomous province as its executive and admin\q7 
trative organ. 3d t 
Article 106 as$ 
The highest organ of state authority of an autono- 
mous region is the Regional People's Committee, which 
is elected by the citizens of the autonomous region 
for a period of. three years and holds its assemblies 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution 
of the republic. 
The Regional . People's Committee elects the Re- 
gional Executive Committee as its executive and ad- 
ministrative organ. 
CHAPTER XI1 
ORGANS OF STATE AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATIVE- 
TERRVORIAL UNITS 
Article 107 
le's committees are tne organs of state au- 
thori ty in localities (villages, small towns) , districts, 
town-wards, towns, departments and regions. 
The people's committees of localities are elected bg 
I 
the citizens for a term of two years and the people's 
committees of districts, town-wards, towns, depart- 
ments and regions are elected by the citizens for a term 
of three years. 
38 
The people's committees. of districts, town-wards, 
towns, depaxtments and regions hold their regular 
asshmblies within .terms prescribed by the Constitu- *.! 
t$d-n of the peo$de's republic. 
- Article 108, . ,  
' The pedple's .committees direct the work .of sub- . 
ordinate organs of administration and economic qnd 
enlturirl dwi!?l.i,~ent in their' sphere of action; they 
'&&ye the dinbnance of public $order, the executidn' 
bf th@.'Iirws and the~pmtection of the rights of citizens; 
tbe;v draw up; their own budgets. 
Z'he people's committees imue, within. the frame- 
work of their competence, general rules (decisions) 
qn $he basis of the Federal Coiistitution, the. Consti- 
tution of the republic, Ule federal iaws, €he.laws of . 
k&i republic and the general rules of higher' organs of 
state authority, 
Article 109 -4 
3 
It is the duty of the people's committees, in the J 
execution of their general and local duties, to rely on , 
the initiative and wide participation of the masses of 
the people and the workers' organizations. 
Article 110 
The executive and administrative organs of the 
people's committees, except in smaller villages, are 
the executive committees. An executive committee con- 
sists of a president, vice-president, secretary and 
members. 
Executive committees are elected by the people's 
committees from among their members. 
Article 111 
The executive organ of the people's committee 
of a smaller village consists of a chairman and a 
secretary. 
. Article 112 
- The local people's- committee convenes, within the 
time-limits set by law, a local meeting- of the electors 
to whom they are accountable for their work. The 
rights and duties of the local meeting of electors are 
determined by law. 
Article 113 
The executive and administrative organs of the 
people's committees are subordinate both to their 
own people's committees and also to executive and 
administrative organs of state authority of higher 
rank. 
Article 114 
A people's committee may have, under the control 
of its executive committee, departments or sections 
to deal with individual branches of administration. 
The departments and sections are subordinate in their 
work to the executive committee and a t  the save 
time to the corresponding department of the higher 
people's committee and to the competent ministry of 
the republic. 
CHAPTER XI11 
THE PEOPLE'S COURTS 
Article 115 
The organs of justice in the ~ e d e r i l  Peoples Re- 
public of Yugoslavia are: the Supreme Court of 
the FPRY, the supreme courts of the republics and 
autonomous provinces, the departmental and district 
courts. 
The organization and competence of military h i -  
bunals are regulated by federal law. 
- Special courts for specified categories of disputes . 
may be set up by law. 
Article 116 z 
+a, 
The law-courts are independent in their dilcpens- 
' 
.,,$iW -ing of justice and mete out justice according to 
%.,3,,-%k$the :PI 5 law 
,r',, k,r 
The courts are separate from the administration in 
alI instances. 
Higher courts have, within the limits of the law, 
the right of supervision over lower courts. 
Article 117 
The law-courts dispense justice in the name of 
the people. 
Article 118 
Proceedings in the law-courts are as a rule public. 
The resolutions of a court may only be altered by a 
competent higher court. 
The accused is guaranteed the right of defence before - 
a court. 
Article 119 
All courts as s rule judge in council. , ,. 4 
The council of district and departmental  courts,'^$;;$ ',.a
when judging in the first instance, consist of j ~dgeq:;~;~, 
and judges-jurors, who have equal rights in the court'w? 
proceedings. 
Article 120 
Judicial proceedings in the courts are conducted 
in the languages of the republics, 'autonomous prov- 
inces and autonomous regions where the courts are 
located. Citizens not speaking the language in which 
the proceedings are conducted, may use their own 
language. Such citizens are guaranteed the right to 
acquaint themselves with all the legal material and to 
follow the proceedings of the court through an inter- 
preter. 
Article 121 b8 
" 3@ 
~udges  of the Supreme Court of the FPRY :be 
elected and released from their functions by the Peo- 
ple's Assembly of the FPRY a t  a joint meeting of both 
Houses. 
Judges of the Supreme Court of a republic or su- 
tonornous province are elected and released from their 
functions by the People's Assembly of the republic 
or by the People's Assembly of the autonomous 
province. 
Judges and judges-jurors of a departmental court 
in a department or town are elected and released from 
their functions by the people's committee of the de- 
r~artment or town. \ - 
Judges and judges-jurors of a district court in rr 
district or town are elected and released from their 
functions-by the people's committee of the district or 
town. 
Article 122 
The Supreme Court of the FPRY is the highest 
organ of justice of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia. 
It is determined by federal law in what cases the 
Supreme Court of the FPRY shall judge in the first 
and in what cases in the second instance. 
Article 123 
The Supreme Court of the FPRY decides on the 
legality of the judgments of all courts in the Federal 
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia from the point of view 
of the application of federal laws. 
The Supreme Courts of republics and autonomous 
'provinces ascertain the legality of the judgments 




The public prosecution is the organ of the People's 
Assembly of the FPRY for supervising the proper 
application of the law by all ministries and other ad- 
ministrative organs and institutions subordinate to 
them in the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
and in the people's republics, by public officials and bv 
all citizens. 
The public p ro~cu to r  of the FPRY and his depu- 
ties 'art$ elected and released from their functions by 
the Peo@Iess hsembly of the FPRY a t  a joint meeting 
of both Houses. 
The public prosecutors of the people's republics 
and their deputies are appointed and released from 
their functions by the Public Pr'osecutor of the FPRY. 
The public prosecutors of autonomous provinces, 
auton~mous regions, regions, departments and dis- 
tricts are appointed -and released from their funetiona, 
by' the Public*Prosecritor of the republic subject to 
the confirmation of the Public. Prosecutor of the 
FPRY. 
Article 126 
Public prosecutors are independent in their work 
and are subordinate only to the Public Prosecutor of 
the FPRY. 
Article 127 
Public prosecutors have the right to enter appeals 
and suits, the right of legal intervention in the course 
of judicial and administrative proceedings, the right 
to institute criminal proceedings and the right to file 
a demand for the defence of legality against valid 




The military prosecutor of the Yugoslav Army and 
other military prosecutors are appointed by the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Yugoslav Army. 
The organization and competence of the military 
prosecution will be determined by federal law. 
CHAPTER. XV 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ORGANS OF STATE AUTHO- 
RITY AND THE ORGANS OF STATE ADMINISTRATION 
Article 129 
The Presidium of the People's Assembly of the 
FPRY has the right to annul or abolish the regulations, 
instructions, orders and decisions of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, if they are not in conformity with the Consti- 
tution and federal laws. 
The Federal Government has the right to annul 
or abolish the rules, orders, instructions and deci- 
sions of members of the Federal Government, if they 
are not in conformity with the Constitution, the fed- 
era1 iaws and the regulations, instructions, orders and . I 
decisions of the Federal Government. 
4 
Article 130 j 4 
The Presidium of the People's Assembly of a republic 
has the right to annul or abolish the regulations, in- 
structions, orders and decisions of the Government of 
the republic, if they are not in conformity with the 
Constitution of' t b  FPRY, the Constitution of the 
republic, the federal laws and the laws of the re- 
public. 
The Government of the republic has the right 
to annul or abolish the rules, orders, instructions and 
decisions of the ministers of the republic, if they are 
not in conformity with the Federal Constitution, 
the Constitution of the republic, federal laws, the 
laws of the republic and the regulations, instruc- 
tions, orders and decisions of the Government of 
the republic. 
Article 131 
In matters within federal competence, the Federal 
Government has the right to suspend the acts of the 
Government of a republic and abolish the acts of the 
ministers of a republic, if they are not in conformity 
with the Federal Constitution, the Constitution of the 
republic, the federal laws, the laws of the republic, the 
regulations, instructions and orders of the Federal ' 
Government, or the rules, orders and instructions of 
a member of the Federal Government. 
Under the same conditions the members of the Fed- 
eral Government have the right to suspend the acts of 
the ministers of the republic. 
Article 132 
The Presidium of the People's Assembly of a 
republic or the People's Assembly of an autonomous 
province and the people's committees of higher rank 
have the right to annul or abolish illegal and irregu- 
lar acts of people's committees of lower rank. 
The Government of a republic, its individual minis- 
ters and the Principal Executive Commitbe of an au- 
tonomous province have the right within the limits 
of their competence to annul or abolish the illegal or 
irregular acts of executive committees, The executive . 
committees of people's committees of higher rank have 
the *same rights towards executive committees of 
lower rank. - 
A people's committee has the right to annul or 
abolish illegal and irregular acts of its executive 
committee. I 
The executive committee of a people's committee 
of higher rank or the Principal Executive Committee 
of an autonomous province and the Government of 
a republic have the right to suspend the execution of 
illegal and irregular acts of a people's committee of 
lower rank and to propose to its own people's com- 
mittee or to the People's Assembly of the'autonomous 
province or to the Presidium of the People's Assem- 
bly of the republic respectively to annul or abolish 
them. 
Article 133 
A people's committee of higher rank, the Peo- 
ple's Assembly of an. autonomous province or the 
Presidium of the People's Assembly of a republic 
has the right to dissolve any people's' committee of 
lower rank and to order elections for a new people's 
committee to be held. A people's committee of higher 
rank, the People's Assembly of an autonomous prov- 
ince or the Presidium of the People's Assembly of 
a republic has the right to release from -its functions . 
the executive committee of any people's committee of 
lower rank and to order elections for a new executive 
committee to be held. 
CHAPTER XVI 
THE YUGOSLAV ARMY 
Article 134 
The Yugoslav Army is the armed force of the Fed- 
eral Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. Its duty is to safe- 
guard and defend the independence of the state and ' 
the freedom of the people. It is' the guardian of the- 
inviolability of the state frontiers and serves the main- 
tenance of peace and security. 
Article 135 
The bommander-in-chief of the Yugoslav Army is 
appointed by the People's Assembly of the FPRY at a 
joint meeting of both Houses. The Commander-in-chief 
directs the entire military and armed forces of the 
Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
PART THREE 
TRANSETIONAL AND CONCLUDING PROVISIONS 
Article 136 
On the day when the Constitution comes into force 
all laws and other legal dispositions contrary to the 
Constitution are abolished. 
Resolutions, laws and regulations confirmed by the 
decision of the Constituent Assembly of December lst, 
1945, remain in force, until a final resolution with re- 
gard tb  them is made. 
The legislative committees of both Houses of the 
People's Assembly of the FPRY are authorized, within 
a period of six months from the day when the Consti- 
tution comes into force, to examine all resolutions, 
laws and regulations confirmed by the decision of 
the Constituent Assembly of December Ist, 1945, to 
bring them into conformity with the Constitution 
and to issue laws deciding which of those resolutions, . 
laws and regulations shall remain in force without 
modification or to issue laws for the modification 
and amplification of those resolutions, laws, and re- 
gulations. These laws, issued by the legislative com- 
mittees of both Houses of the People's Assembly of 
the FPRY, are promulgated by a Decree of the Pre- 
sidium of the People's Assembly of the FPRY and 
are  submitted for confirmation to the People's 
Assembly of the FPRY a t  its first subsequent session. 
The proposals of resolutions,. laws and regulations 
shall, in order to be brought into conformity with 
the -Constitution, be transmitted by the President of 
the Government of the FPRY to the legislative com- 
- , mittees. 
Article 137 
All persons under the age of 18, who have 
been entered in the lists of electors for the Consti- 
tuent Assembly, shall retain the electoral right thus 
acquired. 
Article 138 
Existing ministries which are not provided for 
by the 'Constitution in the composition of the Gov- 
ernment of the FPRY may remain in the composi- 
tion of the Government until a resolution with re- 
gard to them is passed in accordance with Article 
74, fj 15, of the Constitution. 
Article 139 
The Constitution comes into force by promul- 
gation a t  a joint meeting of both Houses of the Con- 
stituent Assembly. 
Given at Belgrade, 
the principal town of the Federal Peoples 
Republic of Yugoslavia, 
January 31st, 1946. 
The Preeidium of the Constituent Assembly of the 
Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia 
Secretary, President, 
(sgd.) Mile P e d c i c ,  (sgd.) Dr. Ivan Ribar, 
Vice-presidents : 
(sgd.) Mosa Pijade, (sgd.) Filip Lahe,  
(sgd.) Josip Rus, (sgd.) Djuro Pucar, 
(sgd.) Dimitar Vlahov, ( sgd. ) Marko Vu jacie, 
M e m b e r s  : 
(sgd.) Josip Broz-Tito; (sgd.) Bane Andrejev; (sgd.) I 
Dr. Vlado Bakaric; (sgd.) Dusan Brkic; (sgd.) Josip 
Vidmar ; (sgd.) Milovan D j ih ;  (sgd.) Edvard Kardelj ; 
(wd.) Smten Zujovic; (sgd.) Dr. Sinisa Stankovie; 
(sgd.) Vlada Zecevic; (sgd.) Dr. Stevan Jakovljevi; 
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(sgd.) Blago Jovanovic; (sdg.) Dr. Dragoljub Jovano- 1 - 3  
vic; (sgd.) Boris Kidric; (sgd.) Sava Kosanovic; (sgd.) . r  
Lazar Kulisevski; (sgd.) Dr. Blagoje Neskovie; (sgd.) 
Jaea Prodanovic; (sgd.) Aleksandar Rankovic; (sgd.) - 
i 
. Dr. Zlatan Sremec; (sgd.) Dobrosav Tornawwic; (sgd.) 




Humo; (sgd.) Rodoljub Colakovic; (sgd.) Vlado I 
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